
Week 9

Moses Confronts Pharaoh
Exodus 7:1–12:42

Story Summary
Through Moses, God performed nine signs to show God’s power to Pharaoh 
(water into blood, frogs, gnats, flies, diseased livestock, boils, thunder and hail, 
locusts, and darkness). Pharaoh hardened his heart and did not let the people go. 
After the firstborn sons in Egypt died, Pharaoh let the people go. The Israelites 
left quickly with little time to prepare food for the journey, not even time to leaven 
their bread.

Faith Link
We can speak out against injustice.

Bible Essay 
by Timothy Harvey 

During the sessions where Joseph’s story was the focus, noting the passage of time helped to understand the story. God 
allowed Joseph to suffer for several years before finally bringing the family back together. Because we live in an “instant 
culture” where answers are found in seconds and products delivered in hours or days, it can be difficult to appreciate that 
God still works over long periods of time.

Time is an important consideration in this session, but for a somewhat different reason. Moses and Aaron worked for 
a long time to convince Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people go, even as the 10 plagues had a catastrophic impact on Egypt. 
People in positions of power do not give up that power easily, even when holding onto power becomes costly.

This long section of scripture is worth reading in its entirety to appreciate the back and forth between Moses and 
Pharaoh. As you read, notice Pharaoh’s response to each of the 10 plagues. Observe which plagues the Egyptian magicians 
can reproduce. Why do some plagues impact everyone, while others only impact the Egyptians? Notice which times Pharaoh 
offers to let the Hebrews go (but doesn’t) and when the political pressure among Pharaoh’s advisors begins to increase.

Details such as these can provide helpful insights into teaching this session to children who are concerned with social jus-
tice. Many people have deep concerns about issues like climate change, gun violence, and poverty. Seeing a change in issues 
like these, however, requires many years of focused, detail-oriented work. Engaging these issues in social media conversa-
tions, public protests, and volunteering at a youth work camp or local homeless shelters are worthwhile engagements. But 
systemic change requires focused attention on all levels of society over a long time. It isn’t always exciting to get “down into 
the weeds” on an issue and work to bring change to a community, but engagement like that of Moses and Aaron is necessary.

Discipleship is a long-term commitment. Ending the British slave trade required over a century’s worth of work by ded-
icated people among the Quakers. Christians worked to end slavery in the United States, yet the Civil War still happened. 
Many people say there is still much work to do to end racial prejudice. 

Speaking out against injustice is extremely difficult work that requires patience, a long-term commitment, and the risk of 
ridicule from those who oppose the work. But as this session’s scripture shows, lives are literally on the line.

Why was it so hard for Pharaoh to let God’s people go, even when faced with the catastrophic impact the plagues 
had on Egypt? What does that teach those who work against injustice in our world today? In what ways does your 
congregation engage these issues? By focusing on the symptoms of these issues, or addressing the root causes?

Justice-seeking God, we are faced with many challenging circumstances in our society that impact people’s lives. The problems 
are seemingly insurmountable. Sadly, attempts to engage these areas of concern are often met with controversy and argument. It 
might be easier to accept the status quo and move on with our lives. Help us instead to hear your call and work for your kingdom 
to come on earth, as it is in heaven. Amen.
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